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2011 GENERAL ELECTION  

OUR FAMIL IES,
OUR VOICE,
OUR VOTE.

As you are al l  aware a general  e lect ion 
wi l l  be held in ear ly  2011.  

Fami ly members l iv ing wi th drug use 
want thei r  i ssues to be at the foref ront  

of  the coming general  e lect ion.  
The FSN is  commit ted to achiev ing th is  in  
col laborat ion wi th other key s takeholders. 

In order for  the FSN to achieve th is  we  
need your support.  

P lease see ins ide to f ind out more.

THIS ELECTION IS OUR OPPORTUNITY  
TO MAKE FAMIL IES L IV ING WITH DRUG

 USE A POLIT ICAL PRIORITY

Are you aware of the number of grandparents  
in your constituency car ing for their  
grandchildren as a result of drug use? 
 
FACT:   The Guardian’s  Payment was reduced 
in 2010 f rom €176.50 to €169 and was reduced 
again in Januar y 2011 to €161. Th is  i s  in  
cont rast  to the rate of payment for  the foster 
care al lowance of €325/€352 for  essent ia l ly  the 
same ro le. 
  
How do you propose to counteract the 
intimidation of families by drug dealers 
as a result of drug related debt?  
 
FACT:  Research publ ished in 2009 by the  
Fami ly Support  Network shows 46 out of  50  
fami ly support  ser v ices are work ing wi th fami l ies  
who are or  have been int imidated by drug dealers  
as a resul t  of  drug re lated debt.  
Th is  int imidat ion took the form of verbal  threats, 
damage to personal  property,  phys ical  v io lence, 
sexual  v io lence and/or  threats of  sexual  v io lence.    
 
Will your party support continued funding 
for the Family Support Network and local 
family support groups?  
 
FACT:  The budget for  voluntar y and  
community drugs ser v ices has been reduced 
by 20% over the past  two years at  a t ime 
when the nat ional  budget has  actual ly  r i sen 
by 4.2%. In 2010 alone, overal l  government 
spending was down 1.8%, but spending on 
voluntar y and community drugs ser v ices 
was down 11%. There have been  
s igni f icant reduct ions in budgets for  
f lank ing organisat ions deal ing wi th the 
supply of  drugs and the prevent ion  
of  cr ime (e.g. the Garda S íochána  
budget)  and rehabi l i tat ion ( the  
probat ion ser v ices budget)*.   

*Figures as out l ined by Br ian Har vey  

and presented at the Ci tyWide Conference, 

(www.ci tywide. ie) .



HISTORY:   
Fami ly Support  Network was 
founded in 2000. Fami ly Support 
Network operates wi th a s t rong 
community development ethos. 
The Network i s  a peer led  
organisat ion commit ted to  
promot ing the empowerment, 
inclus ion and part ic ipat ion of i t s 
members.  S ince 2000 the Fami ly 
Support  Network has bui l t  on i ts  in i t ia l 
success.  The Fami ly Support  Network 
works throughout the is land of I re land.   
 
MISSION STATEMENT:   
Fami ly Support  Network i s  an  
autonomous sel f-help organisat ion  
that respects the l ived exper iences of 
fami l ies af fected by drug use in a  
welcoming non- judgmental  atmosphere. 
I t  endeavours to prov ide accurate  
informat ion for  fami l ies by developing  
personal ised ser v ices that meet the  
real  ident i f ied needs of fami l ies.  
 
AIMS OF THE NETWORK: 
•	 Raise awareness of  fami ly support  work 

and i ts  ro le in the community  

•	 Highl ight the importance and value of work 
done by fami ly support  groups 

•	 Prov ide informat ion to fami l ies and  
communit ies on ex is t ing ser v ices and  
supports 

•	 Campaign for  better  ser v ices for  drug users 
and thei r  fami l ies 

•	 Highl ight the extent of  the drugs problem and 
i ts  ef fect on fami l ies and communit ies  

•	 Support  the involvement of  the people most 
af fected by the problem in the development 
and running of ser v ices and to ensure that 
adequate supports  are put in place to enable 
th is  to happen 

•	 Remember and commemorate those who have 
died as a resul t  of  drugs 
 

• Offer  support  to each other as members of  the 
Network  

• Develop the Network as an autonomous,  
profess ional,  nat ional  organisat ion  

WHAT IS FAMILY SUPPORT?    
Fami ly support  can be offered on a one-to-one bas is 
or  in a group set t ing. The model of  fami ly support 
that the Network advocates i s  peer fami ly support. 
Th is  i s  where a number of  people wi th a common 
problem, in our  case l iv ing wi th drug use, come 
together to share thei r  exper iences.  
 
WHAT IS A FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP?   
A Fami ly Support  Group is  a safe, conf ident ia l  and 
non- judgmental  p lace for  fami ly members of  drug 
users to come together to discuss common issues 
in re lat ion to coping wi th drug use wi th in the fami ly 
i t se l f.  

QUESTIONS FOR CANVASSERS AND 
POLITICIANS:  
The Fami ly Support  Network encourages fami ly  
members to ask quest ions of  thei r  pol i t ic ians 
 f rom the ‘ Quest ions for  Canvassers and Pol i t ic ians 
Card ’ .  The Fami ly Support  Network i s  aware that 
there are mult ip le i ssues facing fami l ies l iv ing wi th 
drug use. I f  there are issues of  part icular  re levance 
to your fami ly or  local  area be sure to add them to 
the l i s t.  
P lease see below for  the quest ions that  
feature on the ‘ Quest ions for  Canvassers  
and Pol i t ic ians Card ’ :  
 
•	  I s  your party aware of the issues facing  

fami l ies l iv ing wi th drug use?   

•  Wi l l  your party support  the development of  
the Fami ly Support  Network and local  fami ly  
support  group(s)?  

•  Wi l l  your party support  the implementat ion 
of the Nat ional  Drugs St rategy 2009—2016  
in i t s  ent i rety?  

•	 Wi l l  you meet wi th the local  fami ly  
support  group(s)  in th is  const i tuency? 

The Family Support Network has compiled a more 
detailed l ist of questions based on the issues facing 
families l iving with drug use:  

What are your party’s policies with regard to  
supporting families l iving with drug use?
 
FACT:  The Nat ional  Advisor y Commit tee on Drugs      
reported in 2007 that fami l ies l iv ing wi th heroin use tend 
to have problems in the fo l lowing four  areas:  phys ical 
and psychological  heal th of  fami l ies,  the f inancial  and 
employment wel l -being of the fami ly,  the wider social  l i fe 
of  fami ly members and fami ly re lat ionships.
   
How do you plan to encourage drug services to 
involve family members in their loved one’s  
treatment and rehabilitation?  
 
FACT:  The report  of  the work ing group on Drugs        
Rehabi l i tat ion recommended that “ the potent ia l 
involvement of  the fami ly in support ing the  
recover ing drug users should be ut i l i zed ”.  
I t  i s  cur rent ly  ser v ice-dependent as to whether a 
fami ly,  as an agent of  recover y,  i s  encouraged to 
support  thei r  loved one through the rehabi l i tat ive 
process.    
 
Does your party have a strategy to reduce 
the number of drug related deaths?  
 
FACT: Between 1998 and 2007 a total  of 
3,465 drug-re lated deaths and deaths among 
drug users was recorded. The annual number 
of  deaths more than doubled in n ine years,  
r i s ing f rom 242 in 1998 to 491 in 2006*.  
*Heal th Research Board, 2010 (www.hrb. ie/publ icat ions). 

Do you support the development of a 
respite programme for families l iving 
with drug use?   
 
FACT:  Act ion 41 of the Nat ional  Drugs 
St rategy 2009 – 2016 supports  the 
development of  a short-s tay respi te 
programme for  fami l ies of  drug users. 
Th is  respi te programme has yet to be 
developed. 


